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of their medicines. So they’ll have a start to 
see savings immediately. 

Low-income beneficiaries will receive a 
$600 subsidy along with their discount card 
to help them purchase their prescription 
medicines. The legislation Congress passes 
must make sure that the prescription drug 
coverage provided to many retirees by their 
employers is not undermined. That’s what 
Rick and I just discussed. Medicare legisla-
tion should encourage employers to continue 
benefits, while also extending drug coverage 
to the millions of Medicare beneficiaries who 
now lack it. 

These steps will strengthen Medicare, not 
only for today’s seniors but for tomorrow’s 
retirees. Many workers are counting on 
Medicare to provide good health care cov-
erage in their retirement. That’s what people 
are counting on. These reforms will give our 
workers confidence that Medicare will serve 
them with the very best of modern medicine. 

The budget I submitted earlier this year 
commits an additional $400 billion over 10 
years to implement this vision of a stronger 
Medicare system. We’re keeping our com-
mitments to the seniors of today. We must 
pursue these reforms so that our Medicare 
system can serve future generations of Amer-
icans. 

The time to improve our Medicare system 
has come. Now is the time. I urge America’s 
seniors to speak up, to call and write your 
representatives to urge them to work out a 
final bill. Speak up for prescription drug cov-
erage. Speak up for health care choices. 
Speak up for a modern Medicare system that 
puts patients and doctors in charge. 

I urge the Congress to act quickly, to act 
this year, not to push this responsibility to 
the future. We have the opportunity—we 
have the obligation to give seniors more 
choices and better benefits. We have come 
far, and now is the time to finish the job. 

Thank you for coming. Appreciate it. Good 
to see you all. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:06 a.m. in Room 
450 in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. In his remarks, he referred to Rich-
ard P. Lavin, vice president, Human Services Di-
vision, Caterpillar Inc.; and Jim Martin, president, 
60 Plus Association. The Office of the Press Sec-

retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks.

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Sudan 
October 29, 2003

On November 3, 1997, by Executive Order 
13067, the President declared a national 
emergency with respect to Sudan pursuant 
to the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706) to deal 
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign policy of the 
United States constituted by the actions and 
policies of the Government of Sudan. Be-
cause the actions and policies of the Govern-
ment of Sudan continue to pose an unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity and foreign policy of the United States, 
the national emergency declared on Novem-
ber 3, 1997, and the measures adopted on 
that date to deal with that emergency must 
continue in effect beyond November 3, 2003. 
Therefore, consistent with section 202(d) of 
the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 
1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the na-
tional emergency with respect to Sudan. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 29, 2003. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:04 a.m., October 30, 2003] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on October 31.

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Sudan 
October 29, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
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